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Play builder is awarded for the development of new or significantly refurbished play spaces in Somerset between April 2008 and
March 2011. The programme asks Somerset County Council to develop new or existing public, open access play spaces that are:
Innovative and adventurous • Inclusive • Attractive for girls • Aimed at 8 to 13 year olds.

In Somerset the County and District Councils have been working together to identify play spaces, using the district play strategies
and theplay audits within them that were written to draw down Big Lottery funding in 2008. Children’s Charity Barnardo's have been
given the role of facilitating the programme on behalf of the County Council.

YEAR 1 SITES:
The following sites from year 1 funding are now open:
• In Mendip - Windmill Hill, Glastonbury and Glastonbury Skate Park
• In Sedgemoor - Ilex, West Huntspill
• In South Somerset - Bondfield Way, Chard and Nine Springs in Yeovil
• In Taunton Deane - Higher Holway, Taunton and Howard Road, Wellington
• In West Somerset - Belle Vue in Washford

YEAR 2 SITES:
We are now running year two of this programme. The sites currently 
agreed for receiving funding during 2009-2010 are listed below. 
However, there is some flexibility between year 2 and year 3 and 
therefore some of these sites may change.

• Oake Village - Oake, Taunton TA4 1DR
• Lyngford Park - Lyngford Road, Taunton TA2 7EH
• Hamilton Gault - Hamilton Road, Taunton TA1 2EH
• Birchfield - Birchfield Road BA21 5RT
• Jocelyn, Chard - Millfield TA20 2BA
• Yeovil Vision Flagship - Chilton Grove BA21 3BX
• Merriott - Broadway TA16 5QH
• Street - TBC
• Barrington Place - Shepton BA4 5GH
• Crowcombe - Crowcombe TA4 4AA
• East Huntspill - Ringstone TA9 3RG
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The first national Play Strategy for England was published in
December 2008. This set out the Government’s plans to improve
and develop play facilities for children throughout the country.

The Government’s ambition is to make this the best country in the
world for children to grow up. Children, young people and their
parents all recognise that play is a vital ingredient of a happy and
healthy childhood, supporting children’s physical, emotional, social
and educational development.

As a result of the Play Strategy the DCSF launched play builder
grants that will invest significant funding in play as part of a three
year programme from 2008 to 2011. By the end of this period
Somerset will have received around £1.1m play builder capital and
£45k revenue to develop over 25 play areas.

Somerset County Council with support from the children’s charity
Barnardo’s was awarded play builder status in April 2008 and was
among the first local authorities in the country to achieve this status.
Developments to play spaces in year one of the play builder
programme have now been completed. This document sets out to
celebrate the achievements that the improvements to the play
spaces have made.

In Somerset the funding was awarded to the County Council. 
An Executive Group exists to oversee the programme; facilitated by
children’s charity Barnardo’s and including representatives 
from each District Council, Somerset Play Forum, Play England and
Somerset County Council. 

In year 1 (2008-2009) we significantly improved 8 play spaces 
across the county making them more innovative, challenging,
adventurous and inclusive. The space at Higher Holway in 
Taunton was the first play builder funded space to open in the 
South West and is featured in the DCSF promotional DVD
http://www.dcsf.gov.uk/play/ 

The play builder programme puts the views of children and
local communities at the heart of each new play space. Too
many play spaces have become sterile and under used. They are
often designed primarily with Health & Safety issues in mind
and give little consideration to the play value of the space or
how it will support children’s development. The play builder
programme promotes the belief that children are the ‘experts’
on play. Consultation work led by Barnardo’s and the District
Councils has ensured that each site has been designed in
response to local children and young people’s needs..
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